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Session 2: God's Written God

Simon Field / General

Theology for Life

Hebrews 1:1–2“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers 
by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.”  

Jesus’ view of the Old Testament

• Jesus relied on, and lived by the Old Testament: Matthew 4:4“But he answered, “It is 
written, “ ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’ ””  

• Jesus affirms the historic truth that people are created from the beginning as male 
and female. See Matthew 19:4–5

• Jesus accepts the stories of Noah and Sodom as historical events. See Luke 17:26-30 

• Jesus affirmed the OT Scripture as unbreakable therefore to doubt the reliability of 
the OT is to doubt the integrity of Jesus. John 10:35 “If he called them gods to whom 
the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken—” 

• Jesus distinguished between tradition and Scripture. Matthew 15:6“’ So for the sake 
of your tradition you have made void the word of God.”  

• Jesus commissions and promises the Apostles that he will lead them into truth. John 
16:13 “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth”

• Later we see Apostles like Peter affirm Paul’s writings as Scripture. See 2 Peter 
3:15-16 

I. The Inspiration and Authority of Scripture
The Bible’s Reason for being Authoritative

• Section 1.4 of the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith

Confessing the Faith: The 1689 Baptist Confession for the 21st Century I. The Holy Scriptures
The authority of the Holy Scriptures obligates belief in them. This authority does not 
depend on the testimony of any person or church but on God the author alone, who 
is truth itself. Therefore, the Scriptures are to be received because they are the Word 
of God.7

• 1 Thessalonians 2:13“And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you 
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received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word 
of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.”  

• 2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,” 

The Reason we Accept the Bible as Authoritative

• Section 1.4 of the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith

Confessing the Faith: The 1689 Baptist Confession for the 21st Century I. The Holy Scriptures
The testimony of the church of God may stir and persuade us to adopt a high and 
reverent respect for the Holy Scriptures. Moreover, the heavenliness of the contents, 
the power of the system of truth, the majesty of the style, the harmony of all the 
parts, the central focus on giving all glory to God, the full revelation of the only way 
of salvation, and many other incomparable qualities and complete perfections, all 
provide abundant evidence that the Scriptures are the Word of God. Even so, our full 
persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority of the Scriptures 
comes from the internal work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the 
Word in our hearts.8

• 1 Corinthians 2:10–12 “these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For 
the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a person’s 
thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received 
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand 
the things freely given us by God.” 

Verbal Plenary Inspiration 

• 2 Peter 1:21 “For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 

• Also 2 Tim 3:16 quoted above, uses described Scripture as “breathed out by God” 
referring to the Holy Spirit who is often referred to by the analogy of breath/wind 
(See John 20:22 and John 3:8)

Illumination 

Inerrancy

Infallibility
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II. Scope and Clarity: Revealing Everything We 
Need for Faith and Practice
“Scripture is clear only to the extent that we recognise its scope both in parts and in its 
whole teaching”- Michael Horton

The Scope of Scripture

• Luke 24:27 “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” 

• Luke 24:44 “Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”” 

• Section 1.9 of the LBCF 1689

Confessing the Faith: The 1689 Baptist Confession for the 21st Century I. The Holy Scriptures
The infallible rule for interpreting Scripture is the Scripture itself. Therefore, when there 
is a question about the true and full meaningb of any part of Scripture (and each 
passage has only one meaning, not many), it must be understood in light of other 
passages that speak more clearly.20

III. Form and Function: Covenant Canon
• “The canon is inspired; the community is illuminated to understand, embrace, 

interpret and obey it.” - Michael Horton

Authority and the Council of Trent (1545-1563)

The Traditional View of Authority

The Witness of the Church to Scripture

• Justin Martyr (100-165): But when you hear the utterances of the prophets 
spoken as it were personally, you must not suppose that they are spoken by the 
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inspired men themselves but by the divine Word who moves them (First Apology, 
p. 36).

• In 367, Athanasius wrote up a list of all 27 books saying “Holy Scripture is of all 
things most sufficient for us”

• Basil of Caesarea (330-79) “Believe those things which are written the things 
which are not written, seek not”

• Augustine (354-430): “If we are perplexed by an apparent contradiction in 
Scripture, it is not allowable to say, the author of this book is mistaken; but either 
the manuscript is faulty, or the translation is wrong, or you have 
misunderstood” (Against Faustus, 11.5).

• Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274): For our faith rests upon the revelation given to the 
apostles and prophets who wrote the canonical books, and not on revelation (if 
there be such a thing) made to other teachers. Whence Augustine says in his 
letter to Jerome (82): “Only to those books which are called canonical have I 
learned to give honor so that I believe most firmly that no author in these books 
made any error in writing” (Summa Theologica, 1.1.8).

Magisterial authority

Ministerial authority

Conclusion: From Drama to Discipleship
• “To hear God’s word is to be informed and transformed simultaneously in a 

relationship of fear and hope, distance and nearness, repentance and faith. None 
of this is something that we attain; it is something that God does to us- and gives 
us- when he speaks.”- Michael Horton

Recommended further reading:

• The Chicago Statement of Biblical Inerrancy (free online). 

• https://defendinginerrancy.com/

• God Has Spoken - J. I. Packer

• Taking God at his Word- Kevin DeYoung


